Jax Jaguar
708-534-5000 | University Park, IL | jaxjaguar@gmail.com | LinkedIn Profile

Summary
Innovative and technically proficient filmmaker with a passion for visual storytelling and a strong foundation in digital media. Currently pursuing a Master of Fine Arts in Independent Film and Digital Imaging to deepen expertise in directing, cinematography, and post-production. Proven ability to lead creative projects from concept to completion and to collaborate effectively with diverse teams. Seeking a role in film production, digital media, or a creative agency.

Education
Master of Fine Arts in Independent Film and Digital Imaging | Expected May 2026 
Governors State University | University Park, IL 
· Relevant Coursework: Directing for the Screen, Advanced Cinematography, Digital Editing & Post-Production, Screenwriting, Sound Design, Film Theory and Criticism

Bachelor of Arts in Media Arts | May 2024 
Governors State University | University Park, IL 
· Relevant Coursework: Introduction to Film Production, Photography, Visual Storytelling, Graphic Design

Experience
Freelance Videographer & Editor | August 2024 – Present 
Self-Employed | Chicago, IL
· Produced, filmed, and edited promotional videos for local small businesses and non-profit organizations.
· Managed all aspects of production, including client communication, project timelines, and post-production workflows.

Production Assistant | June 2024 – August 2024 
Independent Film Production | Chicago, IL
· Assisted the crew on a short film set with various tasks, including set-dressing, equipment management, and logistical support.
· Maintained a professional and efficient environment, ensuring the production schedule was met.

Projects
M.F.A. Thesis Film: The Echoes of Light | May 2026 
Governors State University | University Park, IL
· Wrote, directed, and edited a 15-minute narrative short film exploring themes of memory and grief.
· Oversaw a crew of 10, managing a small budget and production schedule.
· Designed and executed a specific visual style using advanced cinematography and color grading techniques.

Digital Art Installation: Urban Layers | November 2025 
Governors State University | University Park, IL
· Created a multi-screen video and sound installation that explored the history of a specific Chicago neighborhood.
· Utilized digital imaging software (Adobe After Effects) to blend archival footage with original photography.

Awards & Certificates
· Best Cinematography: University Film Showcase (2025)
· Dean's List: Governors State University (Fall 2023, Spring 2024)

Volunteer Work
Film Festival Volunteer | September 2023 – May 2024 
Chicago International Film Festival | Chicago, IL
· Assisted with event setup, ticket scanning, and audience management.
· Gained exposure to the professional film industry and networked with filmmakers and distributors.




Community Arts Center Volunteer | January 2023 – April 2023 
South Suburban Arts Center | Homewood, IL
· Documented art workshops and community events by taking photographs and short videos.
· Edited and organized digital media for the center's social media and promotional materials.

Skills
· Filmmaking: Directing, Cinematography, Screenwriting, Sound Design, Production Management, Storyboarding, Lighting
· Software: Adobe Premiere Pro, After Effects, DaVinci Resolve, Avid Media Composer, Final Cut Pro
· Digital Imaging: Photography, Color Grading, Compositing, Motion Graphics, Graphic Design (Adobe Photoshop & Illustrator)
· Equipment: Arri Alexa, RED Digital Cinema, Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Cameras, DSLR Cameras, Various Lighting and Grip Equipment
· Interpersonal: Team Leadership, Collaboration, Creative Problem-Solving, Client Relations, Time Management

